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Many thanks fto Angie who knitted the Nativity Scene  

and provided the Photograph 

Don’t Forget the Crib Service is on Sunday 24th of December 3 pm 

at St Francis and 4.30 pm at St Mary’s  

The perfect way to prepare for Christmas  



Our Services this Month December 2017  

3rd December Advent Sunday 

9.30 am St. Francis Holy Communion 

11 am  St Mary’s All Age Worship 
 

10th December 2nd Sunday of Advent 

9.30 am St. Francis Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s Holy Communion 

17th December 3rd Sunday of Advent 

9.30 am St. Francis Holy Communion 

11 am St Mary’s Matins 

3 pm  St Mary’s 9 Lessons and Carols  
 

24th December Christmas Eve 

3.00 pm St. Francis Crib Service 

4.30 pm St Mary’s Crib Service 

12.30 pm St Mary’s Midnight Mass 
 

25th December Christmas Day 

9.30 am St Francis Holy Communion 

11.00 am St Mary’s Holy Communion 
 

31st  December 1st Sunday of Christmas 

11.00 am St Mary’s Joint Service of Morning Prayer 

 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930 psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Churchwarden Ann Clarke   01376514825 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy 01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken   01376 583846 

Musical Director Emmelia Van der Walt 07940 512407 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END>  

or follow the link on our Website  
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Christmas thoughts from your Team Vicar. 

 

Have you ever wondered upon what some clergy might really 

sometimes think at Christmastime? 

Well, perhaps if they’re feeling grumpy, you might suppose 

that they would complain about all the commercialism, and 

the fact that the shops are already full of Christmas things 

when Summer is hardly over. Of course, the two things are 

related. Businesses are hoping for your money, and people are 

often more generous and eager to spend at Christmas. So the 

sooner Christmas comes, the better for the retailers. However, 

it would be a great shame if clergy really were grumpy at 

Christmas – and of course we're not! Christmas is a celebra-

tion. Christmas is to be enjoyed and we're meant to have fun. 

Or perhaps you might wonder if there are some members of 

clergy who would want to make you feel guilty? How can you 

be so happy having fun with friends and family when there are 

lonely people out there, homeless, or hungry? Well, of course, 

Christmas does remind us to be charitable, and charity is an-

other word for love. God is love and Jesus is God made flesh – 

born as one of us in the miracle of the incarnation (God with 

us). Love was born in the manger at Bethlehem, and it is that 

love which we are celebrating. So of course, we should give 

generously of our time, our talents and our money – to care 

for other people. We may wish give to charities, and we 

should certainly take care of one another – especially people 

who are struggling, the people we love, and the people we 

find it hard to love. But it isn’t guilt which motivates us to 

love. It is love that brings-about love. If we know the love of 

God, if we understand what Christmas really means, we are 

thankful for everything which we have received. If we are peo-

ple of love and praise, it is our joy to fulfil our duty of love to-

wards God and for one another. We aren’t charitable because 

we feel guilty, we love because we are loved. We give because 

we have received in abundance.  

Clergy may also review the news of the past year: the wars 

and natural disasters; the political crises; appalling crimes; 
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and poverty around the world, and their consequences for the 

most vulnerable;  and the ever-present threat to the environ-

ment of our world. Just what you need to cheer you up at a 

time of celebration! Yet all of this reminds us that the world 

needs a Saviour: you and I, and indeed all people. But there 

is real hope; genuine hope, hope for the world and hope for 

you and me. The world needs the Saviour which God has al-

ready given us: our Lord Jesus Christ. There is always hope of 

better things to come, because God loves us so much that he 

gave himself to us all through his son. 

And of course Clergy will usually do their best to to explain 

the theology of it all – faith seeking understanding. This is a 

good thing, but no-one can fully explain God, and if we’re not 

careful, we might try to turn the mysteries of the Holy Trinity 

and the miracle of the Incarnation into puzzles to be solved 

rather than wonders which undergird our faith, worship, and 

our commitment to serve the world which God has made.  

Yes, the Son of God became the Son of Man. Yes, the Word 

was made flesh and dwelt among us. Yes, He became human 

so that human beings might share something of himself. Yes, 

He is God and Man, one person yet two natures. But these are 

not puzzles, but rather they are holy mysteries so wonderful 

that we cannot help but worship God in and through Jesus 

Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit.“For God so loved the 

world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who be-

lieves in him may not perish but may have eternal life” (John 

3:16). So let us each celebrate Christmas, full of the hope, 

joy and love, offered to each of us through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

May I wish you all a blessed, holy, peaceful, and wonderful 

Christmas; and a delightful New Year with a renewed sense of 

God's presence within your own life when it comes. 

 

Paul Watkin. 
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From the Registers August/ September 
Weddings: None 

Internment of Ashes—None ;  

Baptisms  None 

Funerals Friday 3rd Nov Edward Leslie Abbott   

*********************************** 

The 50/50 Club winners October   

1st Bryon Coomer, 2nd Gina Frost, 3rd Clare Knight 

*********************************** 

 

Collects and Reading For December 2017 

3rd Dec. Sunday of Advent 

All Age Worship 

Readings 

Isaiah 64:1-9 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Mark 13:24-37 

Collect 

Almighty God, 

as your kingdom dawns, 

turn us from the darkness of sin to the 

light of holiness, 

that we may be ready to meet you 

in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ 

 

10th Dec. 2nd Sunday of Advent 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Isaiah 40:1-11  

2 Peter 3:8-15a  

Mark 1:1-8  

Collect 

Almighty God, 

purify our hearts and minds, 

that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as 

judge and saviour 

we may be ready to receive him, 

who is our Lord and our God. 
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17th Dec. 3rd Sunday of Advent 

Matins  Magnificat 

Readings 

Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11  

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  

John 1:6-8,19-28  

Collect 

God for whom we watch and wait, 

you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: 

give us courage to speak the truth, 

to hunger for justice, 

and to suffer for the cause of right, 

with Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

24th December Christmas Eve 

Midnight Service Holy Communion 

Readings 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2: 1-14 

Collect 

Almighty God, 

as we prepare with joy 

to celebrate the gift of the Christ-child, 

embrace the earth with your glory 

and be for us a living hope 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

25th Dec. Christmas Day 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

Hebrews 1:1-4 

John 1:1-14 

Collect 

Almighty God, 

you have given us your only-begotten Son 

to take our nature upon him 

and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin: 

grant that we, who have been born again 

and made your children by adoption and grace, 
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may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

31st Dec 1st Sunday after Christmas 

Morning Prayer 

Readings 

Isaiah 61:10 -62:3 

Galatians 4: 4-7 

Luke 2: 15-21 

Collect 

Almighty God, 

who wonderfully created us in your own image 

and yet more wonderfully restored us 

through your Son Jesus Christ: 

grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, 

so we may share the life of his divinity; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD 7th NOVEMBER 2017 

IN RIVENHALL VILLAGE HALL. 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, Knubley, Turner 

and Prime. 

Also present: Parish Clerk, and 1 member of the public. 

Matters for discussion 

Grants – Improving Local Places 

The Clerk is currently formulating an application for a grant 

to help cover the expected additional costs relating to general 

maintenance during 2018/19.  This will be further discussed 

at the December meeting and, if necessary at the Precept 

meeting. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the EALC regard-
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ing ECC’s responsibility re the upkeep of public footpaths. 

Rickstones Road footway lighting opposite Rickstones Farm-

house 

The Chairman will once again report the street lighting prob-

lems along all of Rickstones Road to ECC (post meeting note 

– and the failure again of the lights along Henry Dixon Road 

south of the A12). It was unanimously agreed that the 

maintenance contractor be requested to cut back specific 

bushes and shrubs in areas to be marked out by the Chair-

man to improve night time visibility along the raised section 

of footway and that costings are obtained for the purchase 

and installation of a post mounted solar powered LED timer 

controlled light, to further highlight this area of public foot-

way. 

Network Rail Public Inquiry 

Notification has been received that this Inquiry has been ad-

journed until further notice. 

Highway & PRoW maintenance matters 

The bollards at the junction of Oak Road and Henry Dixon 

Road have again been demolished – this will be reported to 

ECC. 

The Chairman will again contact ECC re the PRoW across the 

Rivenhall Oaks Golf Course and the one from Hoo Hall along 

to the Railway Bridge. 

Highways England have undertaken some work on the A12 

south slip road junction but have not cleared the silt from 

the gullies nor repaired the pothole as they pledged to do 

many months ago. 

Appleford Bridge has once again been damaged. 

General Maintenance 

There is a need for additional litter picking around the recy-

cling site on Oak Road. 
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Planning Applications 

17/01730/OUT: Land south of Rickstones Road. Outline ap-

plication for 65 dwellings, etc. 

Members raised the following comments/objections to this 

application: 

1. The site has not been included within the formally 

agreed BDC Draft Local Plan for future development 

sites. 

2. This area of land lies entirely within Rivenhall Parish and 

should stop being repeatedly referred to as being locat-

ed within Witham.  The developer is still wrongly de-

scribing the site as within Witham. The Chairman had to 

contact BDC twice to ensure that the location was cor-

rectly described on the BDC planning webpages. 

3. The open land between Witham and Rivenhall should be 

retained and classified as open countryside, thereby re-

taining a defined boundary for both parishes. The pro-

posed development represents coalescence which is 

against policy. 

4. The cumulative stress placed upon the local infrastruc-

ture hasn’t been fully taken into account bearing in mind 

all the other planned future developments to the north 

of Witham. There is no local GP surgery in the area and 

the existing surgeries cannot cope with increasing pa-

tient needs. The pharmacy shown on the plan for Riv-

enhall Park is simply a transfer from that existing on the 

Little Elms estate. The local road network will become 

even more congested than at present with peak time 

queuing even longer. 

5. The design plan shows that the main site entrance will 

be directly off Rickstones Road, which will necessitate 

the removal of the tall established hedgerow to accom-

modate the required vehicular sight lines. The planning 

documents are confusing, saying the hedge will be re-

tained but also saying it will be mostly removed; in real-

ity it will largely disappear and this will have a huge vis-
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ual impact locally. 

6. Is Rickstones Road itself wide enough to accommodate a 

site entrance? 

7. The previous planning application, 15/00762/FUL; for 

just one new dwelling on land adjacent to Glebe Farm, 

Rectory Lane was dismissed on appeal by a Planning In-

spector due to its countryside location. This current ap-

plication should also be similarly refused. 

17/00359/TPO: Work to trees affected by the Conservation 

Area – Rivenhall Place, Park Road. 

Members raised the following comments/objections to this 

application: 

1. The trees are covered by a TPO and not by a Conserva-

tion Area as stated in the application. 

2. The felled trees T1 to T6 should be replaced with new 

trees. 

3. The application form is inconsistent regarding diseased 

trees – if the trees are diseased then the application 

form states that evidence should be produced to sub-

stantiate this but no such information appears to be 

available. 

Planning Results 

17/01407/FUL: Bellingham Court – first floor rear exten-

sion. 

Application granted by BDC. 

Ongoing Planning Issues 

A12 & A120 Projects 

A12 – Delay in implementation of possibly up to 2 years for 

the widening scheme. 

A120 – The decision regarding the ECC preferred route is still 

pending. (Post meeting note: The November ECC Cabinet is 

expected to agree to defer a decision and give delegated au-
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thority to the Deputy Leader of the council to make the deci-

sion from Options B, C, D or E, with Option A dropped). 

BDC Local Plan 

BDC reply to the FOI request re Forest Road & the Green Buff-

er is that they hold no further information relating to this re-

quest. 

Bradwell Quarry 

A public exhibition re the proposed Site A5 extension was held 

at Bradwell on 2nd November. 

Rivenhall Airfield IWMF 

Consideration of the latest planning applications for the waste 

site will be made by ECC no sooner than the end of January. 

Coleman’s Farm Quarry 

The site operators have replied that the site doesn’t open until 

7 am, they’re not aware of any HGVs having been on site be-

fore that time and say that it should be physically impossible. 

This was disputed and further observations will be undertaken. 

The retrospective application for the stockpiling of sand and 

gravel up to 31st December 2017 has been granted by ECC. 

BDLHP 

Following the recommendations from the public meeting held 

in October, regarding the various issues relating to Rectory 

Lane, it was agreed that the Chairman submit a formal re-

quest to the BDLHP as follows: “Signs indicating Lane not suit-

able for HGVs; signs indicating Road narrows and the introduc-

tion of a 20mph speed restriction along the entire length of 

Rectory Lane from Rickstones Road to Forest Road.” 

Following the news that the A12 widening/re-routing may be 

delayed, the Chairman will write to the Cabinet Member for 

Highways at ECC to press for reconsideration of his decision 

that the Oak Road weight restriction bid was put on hold. 
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Correspondence 

The Issues and Options Consultation, re the Colchester/

Braintree Borders Garden Community – known locally as West 

Tey, runs from Monday 13th November 2017 to Monday 8th 

January 2018 with exhibitions being held at various locations 

from Saturday 18th November to Thursday 7th December 

2017.  Members were given details of local exhibition dates and 

locations. 

Information exchange and items for the December agenda 

* New residents are moving into properties on Riv-

enhall Park; will these feature in the Precept calcu-

lation by BDC for Rivenhall? 

* An information pack re Rivenhall Parish would ben-

efit the new residents within the parish. December 

agenda. 

* Oak Stores has now re-opened daily from 6 am to 

10 pm. 

* There was a ‘hit and run’ incident in Beech Road 

recently. 

* Strutt and Parker are interested in a further very 

large development east of Silver End from Boars 

Tye Road to Park Gate Road on the boundary of 

Rivenhall. 

* Custom made speed signs for display on wheelie 

bins. December agenda. 

* People found hare coursing have been arrested lo-

cally. 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 5th December at Henry Dixon Hall and 9th January 

2018 at Rivenhall Village Hall starting at 8pm. The annual Pre-

cept Meeting is to be held on 13th December at Rivenhall Vil-

lage Hall at 8pm. 

 



11 

Hot Plum Torte, Mary Berry 

Serves 6-8 

Base 

1.  75g soft butter 

2.  75g castor sugar 

3.  100g self-raising flour 

4.  1 tsp baking powder 

5.  2 large eggs 

6.  Finely grated zest of 1 orange 

Topping  

1.  900g (2lb) ripe plums, cut in half, stones removed 

2.  150g demerara sugar 

3.  Cream, ice-cream or custard to serve 

Generously butter a 28cm  (11 inch) 4cm (1 ½ in) ovenproof dish or 

loose-bottomed flan tin. 

Put the base ingredients in a bowl and beat until smooth.  Spread the 

mixture in the dish. 

Arrange the plums on top, cut side up and sprinkle with the demerara 

sugar to form a thick layer. 

Cook in preheated oven, 200c, 180c fan, gas 6, 30 minutes until 

golden brown. 

Serve warm with cream, ice cream, or custard. 

This works with Apples, Pears, Apricots, Rhubarb, and you could add 

cinnamon for a spicy 

Alternative to Christmas Pudding. 

Sky Notes December 2017 

The mid-winter sky around Christmas time brings the longest nights 

of the year. Many people do not like the short days and long nights, 

but the consolation is that following the Winter Solstice on 21st De-

cember at 4.30 pm, daylight starts to draw out again. This is very 

slow at first and in fact the mornings only start to draw out after New 

Year. 

Despite the often cold nights at this time of year, its well worth wrap-
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ping up warm and spending a little while outside if its clear as by 

mid-evening the bright winter constellations are all on show with 

the impressive sight of Orion dominating. The brightest stars low 

down in winter, such as Sirius, can often be seen to twinkle and 

flash through a range of colours. This is called scintillation, and is 

caused by the light from a star passing through layers of different 

density in our turbulent atmosphere.  

There is of course an astronomical interest in Christmas in the ac-

count of the star in the East that the Wise Men followed to find Je-

sus at his place of birth in Bethlehem. This is recorded in the book 

of Matthew. There has been a lot of work done trying to establish 

what this object might have been – and when it appeared. Kepler 

in 1614 calculated that a close conjunction of bright planets could 

have been what the Wise Men saw. Others have determined it 

could have been a comet. What we do know is that the patterns of 

stars in the night sky and the movements of objects such as plan-

ets and comets were very important at the time and indeed some 

of the civilisations of the ancient world had been carefully mapping 

the sky for a thousand years or more prior to the birth of Jesus. An 

unusual event in the sky would have been regarded as very im-

portant.    

Throughout December, the bright planets remain grouped in the 

sky near the Sun though towards the end of the month Jupiter is 

becoming more readily seen low in the South East pre-dawn and 

will be close to Mars at New Year. 

On the night of the 30th/31st December, the Moon will pass over 

the brightest star in the constellation of Taurus, Aldebaran. The 

star will disappear at about 1.10 am on the 31st and reappear from 

behind the Moon at about 2 am. Because the Moon is so bright, the 

star will appear to be dimmed relative to the Moon, but if it is clear 

then Aldebaran should be readily visible without optical aid just be-

fore it disappears. It will be located near the left hand limb of the 

Moon.  

Because the stars are so distant, they are effectively point sources 

of light as we see them, though in reality of course all are round 

and massive just like our Sun. So when the Moon passes over a 

star it winks out almost instantly and will re-appear in the same 

fashion. This sudden effect is all the more sharp when the Moon 

passes over a star due to its lack of atmosphere. 

Full Moon is on the 3rd and New Moon on the 18th. This is ideal 

this year for the annual Geminid meteor shower, which often pro-
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duces the most meteors per hour of any of the regular showers. 

The Geminids last from the 8th to the 17th of December and peak 

on the night of the 13th/14th. For late evening watches, Gemini is 

well up in the East and the meteors appear to radiate from near 

Castor, the higher of the twin stars. Geminid meteors are associat-

ed not with a comet but with the asteroid Phaethon. The meteors 

are relatively slow and can produce bright flaring events, which are 

often recorded by observers as being yellow or orange, and some-

times green. 

Sky Watcher 
********************************** 

End to End Nature Care. 

At Christmas, peoples’ thoughts rarely turn to the subject of slugs. 

Strange as it may sound though, recent years have been exciting 

times for those interested in this often derided group of molluscs. 

Terrestrial slug species – as opposed to sea slugs of which, believe 

it or not, we do have some species on the coast of Essex – are ba-

sically snails which have evolved either the complete loss or the 

minimisation/internalisation of the shell. The loss of what is essen-

tially a protective structure against predation and desiccation 

seems illogical but has happened independently several times 

(there are numerous unrelated families of slugs) and so obviously 

has an adaptive advantage. Anyone who has witnessed the tiny 

gaps and crevices into which slugs can manoeuvre themselves for 

protection or to access food will appreciate the benefit they have 

without the hindrance of a bulky shell; similarly, they do not have 

to make the considerable metabolic investment that creating and 

maintaining a shell requires, particularly in areas where the raw 

materials involved may be scarce.  

The exciting times mentioned earlier started in 2008 when a spe-

cies of slug apparently unknown to science was discovered in a 

garden in Cardiff. It is almost pure white and slender with a body 

form unlike any other British slug and was given the vernacular 

name “Ghost Slug” (the Latin name is Selenochlamys ysbryda, lit-

erally translated as “moon cloaked ghost slug” and in a rather nov-

el way using the Welsh name for a ghost or spirit: “ysbryd”). Alt-

hough elusive in its habits, being largely subterranean, it was not 

thought to be a previously unnoticed native slug but rather a spe-

cies introduced from overseas, most likely through the pet or horti-

cultural trades. Subsequent research has suggested it may actually 
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originate from Crimea. 

In part prompted by this discovery, funding was secured to con-

duct a countrywide reassessment of the slug fauna, including ex-

tensive use of DNA techniques. Rather surprisingly, given how rel-

atively well studied the British fauna was considered to be, this 

resulted in an increase from 36 to 44 in the number of slug species 

known to Britain. Much of the pre-existing knowledge of the identi-

fication and distribution of slugs in the UK was also thrown into 

doubt with the publication of a new field guide in 2014, based on 

the conclusions of the recent research, causing many experienced 

fieldworkers much consternation.  

The tabloid press got involved too, drawing Brexit parallels with 

the fact that one of the species highlighted by the new study was 

the invasive so-called “Spanish Slug” Arion vulgaris, supposedly a 

voracious agricultural and horticultural pest which was taking over 

from good, old-fashioned British slugs. In actual fact the slug can 

be difficult to distinguish from native species of larger slug, though 

it tends to be perhaps slightly smaller, brownish all over and has a 

dark ring around the breathing pore. There are very few records 

from eastern England, though I suspect it is present locally (I think 

I have even found it in my garden); it has an annual life-cycle 

however and all adults in the UK will now be dead. 

Forthcoming events: full details are below but if you would like to 
know more then please check our website www.e2e.silverend.org 
or ring Simon on 01621 810141 or 07947 388180. 
 

 

Weds 
13th Dec 

7.30 for 
8 pm 

Winter Social at Fiddlesticks, 44 Strawberry Lane, 
Tolleshunt Knights CO5 0RX. 7:30pm for 8pm. All 
very welcome. Bring nibbles and/or drink if you can. 
The evening will include a short committee meeting. 

Weds 
17th Jan 

8 pm 

Corsica Julia Todd will give an illustrated talk on her 
travels in Corsica, with a particular focus on her bo-
tanical finds. 

Weds 
21st Feb 

8 pm 

“Biological Recording” by Simon Taylor. Simon is 
involved in County and National recording schemes 
and will give a talk. 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org


15 

Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

7.30 -10pm 2nd, 4th and 5th Monday of every month (when there is a 

5th Monday) 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 

Includes the Post Office 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Ken Hazell 01621 892417 email ken.hazell@icloud.com 

or email guntongerry@aol.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall, Entry 

50p 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Here’s a bright idea….

Huge Savings on all your bills

and free light bulbs for life!

 The latest LED light bulbs typically worth 

£300 - £500- absolutely free!

Use around 11% less electricity      

- forever!

 Free professional installation

 Lifetime Guarantee - never buy 

another light bulb again!

PLUS - save money on all your utilities, food, shopping and petrol

Find Out More: Contact Peter Hope  07904 235101

peterhope@utilitywarehouse.co.uk  Sign up for the deal yourself at: www.utilitywarehouse.org.uk/N17969

Home Phone  Broadband    Mobile         Gas           
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 
Witham & Braintree 

We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. COLLINS & SONS 
Funeral Directors Ltd 

An Independent Family  
Company Established 1893 

01376 583750 
GCSFD.UK 

ENQUIRIES@GCSFD.UK 

4 The Street  - White Notley - Witham - CM8 1RH 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 
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Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

Suffering from memory loss exhaustion 

For all your PC ailments including: 

 Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

 Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

 Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

 Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

 Software Faults and Crashes 

 Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

 Web Design & Computer Training 

 Software Installation & Removal 

 Hardware & Software Supplied 
 

Call the PC Doctor 

Tel: 01621 891064 / 0870 285 6017 
Mob 07990 565336 

Email: 
pc_doc@pcdoctoroperations.co.uk 

Surgery Times: 7 am to 7 pm, 7days a week 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 01376 515987 or 

07889 110962 (9am – 5.30pm) 

Answer phone at other times 

For all You Painting and 
Decorating Needs 

Contact DEAN TABONE 

 

MOBILE:07769 356221 EMAIL: 

breathtaking@hotmail.co.uk 

 

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

HERITAGE PAINTER 

LIME WASH SPECIALIST 

 

FREE ESTIMATES - NO OBLIGATION 

ALL WORK CONSIDERED 
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Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 
 
 
Telephone: 01376 513645 
Mobile: 07947 601619 
Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Television Systems Catered 

for Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

Tel: 01376 501577 

Mobile: 07973 306693 

ANGLIA TREE SERVICES 

Specialist tree surgery 

Residential & Commercial Customers 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Contact us 

62 Braintree 

Road 

Witham 

Essex CM8 2BY 

01376 500038 

01376 520568 

Opening Times: 

Mon– Tuesday 

8.30 am –6.30 pm 

Wednesday- 

8.30 am—8.30 pm 

Thurs—Fri 

8.30 am—6.30 pm 

Sat 

A friendly caring practice  

for all your pets.  

Visit our website  for more details and 

to register your pet online 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY 

Thursday Mornings 
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 

 

Silver End Village   

Rear of Boots 

6 Broadway CM8 3RQ 

For Appointments Call:- 

01376 583133  

Friendly Personal Service 

REASONABLE RATES 

Essex Beauty Boutique  
Call 07985 658668 

Manicures—Pedicures—Eyes 

Unisex Stylists 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 
 

 Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

 Computer Viruses Removed 

 Operating System Upgrades 

 Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 
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Turning the pages of History Research by Tracy Scott 

 

Last December I recorded the Rivenhall School Christmas Play of 

1969…the same year on the 6th December at the Church Hall the 

Rivenhall Players had a production called: A Revue. 

They performed ten acts: 1) Street Vendors 2) Street Entertainers 

3) Flapper Frolics 4) Walkie Talkie 5) The little People 6) Carolina 

7) Decorators Anonymous 8) Midnight Magic 9) A Touch of Old 

England 10) Night Life and the Finale. 

The performers: L. Davey, D. Gibbons, S. Gooday, M. Holliday, 

P. Horsley, L. Howe, M. Howe, C. Mayer, C. Mayer, S. Rowe,      P. 

Sayers, S. Willsher, R. Darnell, F. Horsley, J. Miners, P. Moss, 

B. Sayers, W. Willsher, B. Guibert, A. Jarczuk, H. Lapwood, 

S. Ray-Dobson, C. Reynolds, J. Sayers, M. Tyler, M. MacDonald. 

Producer: Mrs. P. Horsley, Continuity Devised by: J. Miners and P. 

Moss, Choreography: M. Tyler, Sound: J. Tyler, Lighting: J. Bulllen, 

Stage Managers: H. Adams and R. Sayers, Stage Properties: W. 

Brown and D. Gooday.  Grateful thanks was given to Mrs. I. Muirhead 

of the Witham School of Dancing. 

The programme was well supported by sponsor’s adverts, including: 

Mondy of Witham, W. R. Mason – Family Butchers of Kelvedon, Davies 

of Witham – Men’s Outfitter, Coopers of Witham, Witham Toy Centre 

and of course The Fox Inn and A. Turner – The Oak Stores, Rivenhall. 

 

December 1930 the first confirmation service for 20 candidates at St. 

Frances Church was conducted by the Bishop of Colchester.   

 

The Silver End Youth Club crowded out the Village Hall with a 

dramatic evening in 1943 in late December performed an Early 

Victorian comedy “St. Valentine’s Day” and a farce, “ A Slight 

Misunderstanding.”   The performers for the evening were: A. Cullen, 

D. Newman,   V. Kettle, E. Williams, M. Hurry, J. Barker,  

S. Goodwin, D. Butler, J. Barnard, E. Cook, J. Crisp and B. Chawkley.  

Miss A. Cullen was responsible for production and make-up. 
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I would like to end this month with poem from U.A. Fanthorpe: 

What the Donkey Saw 

No room in the inn, of course, 

And not that much in the stable, 

What with the shepherds, Magi, Mary, 

Joseph, the heavenly host – 

Not to mention the baby 

Using our manger as a cot. 

You couldn’t have squeezed another cherub in 

For love or money. 

Still, in spite of the overcrowding, 

I did my best to make them feel wanted. 

I could see the baby and I 

Would be going places together 

************************************************ 

Twelve tips for Christmas and after 

1. With all the additional Christmas food and drink, presents and 

other goodies stored within garages and outbuildings, ensure 

that they are out of sight and that it’s securely locked with good 

quality well fitted locks. Treat your shed to a shed alarm. 

2. Avoid tempting window shopping burglars; don’t leave presents 

and valuables on full view in front of a window. 

3. Don’t attract burglars to your home by leaving it in darkness; 

leave lights on timers, perhaps treat yourself to a TV simulator 

too. 

4. Lock gates and keep unwanted visitors from getting to the rear 

of your home. 

5. Whether an evening out or Christmas shopping keep your bags, 

handbags, wallets and mobile safe. Busy places make it easier 

for the sneak thief, so be alert at all times. 

6. Don’t leave valuables and gifts on display in your car. 

7. When you go to leave the house and find that your car is all iced 

up, don’t leave it unattended with the engine running to de-ice 

it. It only takes a second to steal your car and it would invalidate 

any insurance claim. 

8. Attending a Christmas party – make sure that you have 

considered how you are getting home in advanced and avoid 
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using unlicensed taxis. Ensure you drink responsible and are 

aware of your surroundings, whilst keeping your drink and 

belongings safe. www.suzylamplugh.org/Pages/FAQs/

Category/personal-safety  

9. Watch what you put on social media; check your settings to 

ensure that you are not broadcasting when you are not at 

home and the lovely gifts you have received. 

10. After Christmas don’t advertise your nice gifts to the thieves 

by putting the empty boxes out for collect, disguise them, fold 

them up inside out or put them inside other non-descript box. 

11. Record your new property free on www.immobilise.com , 

install tracking and security apps on relevant electrical and 

computer products 

12. .Have a Great Christmas and New Year!!   For further crime 
prevention advice see: www.essex.police.uk/advice/  

 
 

    TRIP TO IPSWICH TRANSPORT MUSEUM 
 

All our courses usually include an optional field trip to a 

suitable venue. For our current course TRANSPORTS OF 

DELIGHT we organised a visit to the Ipswich Transport Museum 

that specially opened for us. We arranged transport to the 

museum in a vintage bus. The vehicle used was a single decker 

that had been in service at the Silver End garage. The owner/

driver drove the coach when he was based in the village. Also one 

of our group had been a maintenance fitter at the garage, so old 

friendships were rekindled and set us up for a good nostalgic day. 
 

We were warmly greeted on arrival at the museum and over a 

coffee we were given a brief history of its origins and how it is run. 

Splitting into 2 groups we began guided tours. The benefit of a 

WEA group visit is not only can we arrange special openings it may 

also include access to areas that are not normally available to the 

public. So we were allowed onto some of the vehicles. Great fun 

was had by ringing the bells on the buses, trams, trolleybuses and 

fire engines. 
 

After an all too short visit (the museum deserves a return visit) we 

boarded the bus to go to a local Ipswich hostelry for lunch. 

Comment was created with the other customers as the bus was 

parked in the car park with Silver End on the destination board. 

After a friendly, sociable lunch we again boarded the bus to return 

home. 

http://www.suzylamplugh.org/Pages/FAQs/Category/personal-safety
http://www.suzylamplugh.org/Pages/FAQs/Category/personal-safety
http://www.immobilise.com
http://www.essex.police.uk/advice/
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Some Christmas Crackers 

1. How will Christmas dinner be different after Brexit? No Brussels. 

2. How do you recognise a Christmas tree from BHS? All the 
branches have gone. 

3. Why didn't Roy Hodgson go to visit Santa at The North Pole? He 
couldn't get past Iceland.  

4. Why did the three wise men only have frankincense and myrrh? 
Because Team GB took all the gold.  

5. What do you get if you cross Donald Trump with a Christmas 
Carol? O Comb Over Ye Faithful. 

6. What's David Cameron's favourite Christmas song? All I Want 
For Christmas is EU.  

7. What does Santa suffer from if he gets stuck in a chimney? 
Claustrophobia  

8. What happened to the man who stole an Advent Calendar?  He 
got 25 days!  

9. What did Santa say to the smoker?  Please don't smoke, it's bad 
for my elf!  

10. What does Santa do with fat elves?  
He sends them to an Elf Farm 

Christingle 
Service 

 

St Mary’s Church Rivenhall 
 

Sunday 7th January 2017 11 a.m 

This will be a Children Friendly Service  

Featuring the famous Orange decorated with Sweets. 



29 

TURBULENT HALF CENTURY; BRITISH SOCIETY  

1919-1969 

Silver End WEA 

Course Information 
 

Course Tutor 

Ted Woodgate 
 

Timetable 

Thursdays 

8.00pm to 9.30pm 

9 weeks 

Start 11 January 2018  
 

Location 

Silver End Bowls Club 

Broadway CM8 3RF 

(by kind permission) 
 

Full Fee:  £48.60 

Qualifying benefit recipients free 

 

Contact: 

Brian Gillion 

01376 583706 

      brian@wea.silverend.org  

 

find us on facebook 

How did Britain come to terms with a 

General Strike, the depression, a sec-

ond world war, economic decline and 

the search for a new role in world af-

fairs? 

 
 

These events had a big impact on the 

development of Silver End. Ted Wood-

gate is a very entertaining and engaging 

tutor. He will welcome memories from 

students.  

Lighter social changes from “flappers” 

to “flower power” will also be covered. 

The first night is FREE with no obliga-

tion to commit to the full course. 

There are no assessments to join our 

friendly group, no homework or tests. 

Just have an inquiring mind. 

The WEA is the largest independent 

supplier of adult education in the UK 

www.wea-essex.org.uk  Learning for Life with the WEA in Silver End 

Workers’ Educational Association - Registered Office:  3rd Floor, 70 Clifton 
Street, London EC2A 4HB   Company limited by guarantee in England and 

Wales no: 280691 Registered Charity No: 1112775 

mailto:brian@wea.silverend.org
http://www.wea-essex.org.uk
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwktyt15rXAhWK2RoKHTGiD8gQjRwIBw&url=http://www.bu.edu/dental/fb-color/&psig=AOvVaw2BJoUd7nvdkrY_DPJHKC1R&ust=1509533139815928
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Sing Christmas! 

Witham Choral is presenting a Sing Christmas! 

concert on Saturday 9 December at 7.30 p.m. at 

Witham Public Hall which will include carols galore 

for both choir and audience.  

In addition to the carols, it will be a splendid 

Christmassy mixture of excerpts from Messiah, 

Charpentier’s Midnight Mass and Vaughan Williams’ Christmas 

Fantasia. Witham Choral will be accompanied by the Colchester 

Philharmonic, conducted by Patrick McCarthy, and baritone soloist 

Alastair Merry will be joining in the seasonal celebrations.  

Tickets: £12 or £5 for those in full-time education available from 

Witham Public Hall at 0345 017 8717 or 

www.withampublichall.co.uk, Witham Tourist Office in the Town Hall 

on 01376 502674, as well as from choir members or from 01376 

513713. 

www.withamchoralsociety.org.uk 

Christmas Activities  

from the Millennium Committee 

Sat 9th December 

The Rivenhall Christmas Tree is erected on the 

Village Green 

Sun 17th December  

The Santa Sleigh will be visiting Rivenhall and 

Rivenhall End  (This is subject to weather conditions) In Rivenhall 

between about 4pm and 6pm In Rivenhall End between about 6:15 

and 7:30 

Tue 19th December 7:30 pm: 

Carols around the Rivenhall Christmas Tree, accompanied by 

the Chelmsford Silver Band followed by Approx 8:30pm: free 

Christmas get-together in the Village Hall. Mulled wine, fruit juice, 

mince pies, sausage rolls, music by the Chelmsford Silver Band, 

raffle etc.  A wonderful social village event. 
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SUNDAY 17th December 3 pm  

 

 

Carol Service 
St Mary’s Church Rivenhall 

Carol Service for the whole family 

 

Christmas Festivities Evening  

RIVENHALL OAKS GOLF CENTRE 

The Rivenhall Choir will be Singing at the Oaks on  

TUESDAY 12th DECEMBER 

From 7.30 pm 

COME and JOIN US FOR FUN AND FRIENDSHIP 

Oak Stores 

 

 

 

Oak stores has now reopened with a well 

stocked shop and Newspapers please let us 

welcome  

AJ 

You can contact him on 01376 619395 
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 01376 512836 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam  Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 01376 512836 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Tracey Taylor 571551 

Mobile Library Dec Wed 7th, 21st Beech Road 4.10 to 4.30. p.m.  
 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Roy Howard 583222 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 

Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 

Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 

Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 

Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 

Womens Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 

Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 

Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  

Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 





Events in the Build up to Christmas 2017! 

2nd  Dec 6-8 pm Singing Around Christmas Tree Out-

side Silver End Co-op Brass Band, Santa’s 

helpers, Childrens  Fancy Dress 

12th Dec  Carols at Rivenhall Oaks Golf Club 8 pm 

14th  Dec “Parish Get-together” Henry Dixon Hall 7.30 

pm 

17th Dec Service of Nine Lessons and Carols St. 

Mary’s 3 pm 

19th Dec Carols on Rivenhall Village Green 7.30 pm 

22nd Dec Carols at the Western Arms 8.00 pm 

24th  Dec Crib Service St. Francis 3 pm Crib Service 

St. Mary’s 4.30 pm  

Midnight Mass St Mary’s 11.30 pm 

7th Jan 2018 Epiphany and Christingle Service 

The Mad Hatters Tea Party 

at Valentines House 

thanks to Margaret for the 

pictures more can be 

found on the Website. 

We Will Remember Them 

Remembrance Sunday at 

St Marys 


